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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SERMON NO. XXXIII. 
Luke vi. 20. 


And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: 
for yours is the kingdom of God.” 


Ir is the glory of Christianity to have ameliorated essentially the 
condition of the poor man, to have enkindled in his favor, even in 
the bosom of the unbeliever, a temper of indulgence, kindness, 
and liberality. Still he has to contend with many, and sore evils. 
In the past, he beholds joy flown away, hope blasted, perhaps 
virtue almost ruined. ‘The future, he cannot trust himself to look 
at it. It is too dark and dismal. Itis full of terror for himself, 
and his children. In the present, he has ungratified wants, daily 
disappointments, perpetual mortifications, and increasing anxieties. 
The rich treat him as a criminal, the poor as a rival, his country 
as a burden on her prosperity—and the multitude, as an insignificant 
being, who has no feelings, no rights. ‘‘ The poor, saith Solomon, 
is hated even of his own neighbour; but the rich hath many 
friends.”* Now if these evils are attended with spiritual ad- 
vantages: If, when men hate him, and separate themselves from 
his company, he is led to seek the friend who is born for adversity, 
the Redeemer who sticketh closer than a brother? If his sorrows 
lead him to God, the Comforter, who alone can wipe all tears from 
off all faces: If they produce a meek and quiet spirit, a broken 
and contrite heart, eradicate his vices, purify and exalt his virtues, 
mortify him to this world, and turn his affections to heaven, then 
it was good for him to have been afflicted, then we may say to him, 
“ Blessed art thou, Oh poor man, for thou hast the peace which 
passeth all understanding, hopes which the world can neither give 
nor take away, and more, thine isthe kingdom of heaven.” ~ 

Let us consider, on the present occasion, some of those circum- 
stances which should reconcile us to a state of poverty, should it 
please God to have appointed it for us, or our friends. And first, 
let us remember that “ the Lord reigneth,” and that he is a God of 


* Prov. xiv. 20. 
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justice, of wisdom, and of r’ Cy. ni The Lord maketh poor, and 
he bringeth low.” Submis?" without a murmur, yes, with cheer- 
fulness, is the duty of -@": “ It is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth him good.” ten Job was told that all his property was 
gone, he fell down POM the ground, and worshipped, and said, 
* Naked came [| -t Of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I 
return thither, "¢ Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
blessed be the #ame of the Lord.” He is a God of justice, and 
man deserver Puntshment for his disobedience. Ah how light a 
punishmen: '§ poverty, for thy sins so many, so aggravated, 30 
repeated S0 unreason: able, so ungrateful. Surely he hath not dealt 
with lee after thy sins, neither rewarded thee according to thy 
inig«ities. He is a God of wisdom, and allots to each man the 
st<cion most suitable to his character. If man were to choose his 
yvwh state of life, he would probably place himself in a situation, 
in which he was incapable of benefiting society, in which his 
vices would be nourished, and his virtues perish, in which preseut 
gratification would be indulged, at the expense of eternal salvation. 
How much better is it that the choice should be with him, who 
‘* constitutes the services of angels and menin a wonderful order,” 
who sees the future as well as the present, who can never mistake 
evil for good. 

He is a God of me rey, and in his most afflictive dispensations, 
pursues the happiness of his creatures. Poverty is a bitter cup, but 
it is necessary for some men, and the Father will remove. it, when 
its work is accomplished. ‘ He does not willingly afflict or grieve 
the children of men, but for their profit, that they may be partakers 
of his holiness.”” ** Whom the Lord doveth he chasteneth, even as 
a father the son, in whom he delighteth.” 


Let us remember also, that God has bestowed on the state of 


poverty, peculiar honors.* ‘ The rich he hath sent empty away, 
but the poor among men shall rejoice in the holy one of Israel.” It 
is the poor whom God is said to have chosen. For them Jesus 
was anointed—to them the gospel is preached—they are sought out 
in the highways and hedges, and brought in to the marriage supper 
of the Redeemer. Our heavenly Father ‘speaks of them, as his friends, 
and our blessed Lord, Jesus Christ, commends them to us as his 
representatives on earth.t You serdileck: my brethren, that Joseph 
was sold for a bond-servant ; that Job was stripped of all his pos- 


sessions; that the man after God’s own heart, was, at one period of 
his life, a wanderer without a home; that the twelve were all of 


of them poor men; that Paul, a man of rank and education, when 
he became a Christian, had to labour for his daily bread; and finally, 
that. our blessea Lord himself, had not where to lay his head. 
Surely you cannot complain of a dispensation of Providence, which 
has been thus honored, which has been the lot of the greatest 
favorites of God, and even of the Son himself. 


* Ree Isaiah lavi. 2 + See Proverbs xvii. 5 
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I may farther reconcile us to this condition, to remember that it 
has a less degree of care, temptation, and responsibility. What a 
variety of vexations have the wealthy, in rivalry with their equals ; 
in the envy and conteimpt of inferiors ; in the management of their 
numerous dependants and retainers. How anxious to guard their 
possessions from storm, and fire, and depredation ; to increase them, 
and to have them husbanded for their heirs! Even when the barn 
is full to overflowing, their sleep is disturbed, their brow is thought- 
ful, their perpetual inquiry is ‘** What shall 1 do.”* And how 
powerful their temptations to forget God, to indulge a wondly 
spirit, to cherish avarice, and pride, and sensuality. It was asked 
with a sneer by the Pharisees, “ have any of the Rulers believed 
on him.” “ Not many mighty, not many ‘noble are called.”"+ It was 
so in the days of the Apostle, and it is so to a melancholy extent 
now. How awful the responsibility which attaches to large pos- 
sessions, for to whom much is given, of the same shall much be 
required, and how great the danger of final destruction, since our 
Lord has said, “* How bardly shall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

Let us remember, moreover, that poverty is in many respects, 
favorable to religious improvement. It excites piety, by making 
man feel his daily dependance on his God. It excites be nevolence 
towards human benefactors, and to mankind in general, for he who 
has suffered himself, feels most for others. The prosperous Levite, 
had no sympathy, but the Samaritan who had felt cold neglect and 
proud contempt, could not pass a fellow-being in distress. 

Poverty, by restraining vicious indulgences, cherishes the prin- 
ciple of self-government It weans man from a world of disap- 
pointment, privation, and suffering ; and strengthens a desire for 
those riches that endure for ever. It directs the attention to the source 
of all misery, and so produces deep sorrow for sin, and its natural 
fruit, amendment of life. It exercises and so strengthens humility 
of character, resignation towards God, and meekness in the inter- 
course with mankind. 

Let us remember, in the last place, that God has appointed a day, 
in which he will judge the world. If poverty had no attendant ad- 

vantages, but was a scene of unmingled suffering, still there would 
be in the consideration of the last tribunal abundant consolation. 
In this world, the rich man is honored, and Lazarus a wretched 
outcast, but in the world to come, the one is in torment, the other 
in paradise. All the differences, in the lot of men, which now 
perplex and astonish us, will be reconciled to our complete satis- 
faction on the final day. Oh thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, 
look at the judgment seat of God and be at peace. Art thou in the 
faith? This is the only proper subject of anxiety. Be a Christian, 
and all will go well. Yet a little while thy etemies shall be put to 
flight, and thy only associates will be true friends, God, Jesus, the 
blessed Angels ; thou wilt have a house not made with hands, thou 
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wilt have the robe of righteousness, and the garments of salvation ; 
thou wilt bave the treasures of immortality ; thou wilt hunger and 
thirst no more, and God shall wipe away all tears from thy face. 
Poor inthis world, but rich in faith, blessed, thrice blessed, forever 
blessed, for thine 1s the kingdom of heaven. But if the world is 
thy God, what becomes of thee, when the fashion of it passeth away. 
‘* Woe unto you that are rich” in earthly treasures, but poor towards 
God, “* for ye have received your consolation.” “ Ye are full, but ye 
shall hunger; ye laugh now, but ye sha!] mourn and weep.” 

Let me address those to whom God has given abundance, or suf- 
ficiency. Surrounded with comforts: Remember you are also 
surrounded with temptations. When you have eaten and are full. 
Beware lest you forget the Lord your God. When your ground 
brings forth plentitully, and you are ready to surrender to selt- 
confidence, and sensuality, remember the declaration of the 
Almighty, ** This night your soul shall be required, then whose 
shall those things be which you have provided.”* And Oh, my 
young friends, remember there is a particular warning addressed 
unto you, “ Rejoice, oh young man, inthy youth; and let thy heart 
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine 
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all 
these things God will bring thee into judgment.”t Let those who 
know their dangers, watch their approach, resist them firmly, and 
pray against them devoutly and constantly. Let me observe farther, 
that your possessions, if you are not careful, are not only no bless- 
ings, but real evils. I will suppose that they have been honestly 
acquired, for if not, they are not yours, and ought to be instantly 
restored to their lawful owner. 1 will suppose that a part of them 
is regularly applied to purposes of piety and charity, for if not, let 
me say, they are not used aright. But though they were honestly 
obtained, and are worthily used; still they are real evils, if they 
lead you from your God, in ever so small a degree; if they should 
take one jewel from your crown of everlasting vlory. But what 
dreadful evils are they, if they make you live without hope, and die 
without God. The righte ous poor man with a scanty subsistence, 
a miserable shelter, and surrounded with enemies, is even here, a 
thousand times happier than he who rolls in wealth, and yet has a 
“ fearful looking for of judgment.” And when we take eternity 
into view, how immeasurable the distance between the rich man in 
the abode of the condemned, and Lazarus in Abrahams’ bosom ! 

Let me address a tew words to those of my brethren, to whom God, 
in his wisdom, has denied the comforts of this life. 

The considerations which have been mentioned, in favor of 
poverty, apply to that state only, when it is connected with true 
religion. ‘The poor man who is not a Christian, has reason to fear 
the justice of God, and nothing to hope, while he continues impeni- 
tent, from his mercy. There are no honors for his poverty ; and it 
has cares, temptations, and a responsibility, different indeed from 
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those of the wealthy, but still equally afflicting. The chastening of 
his heavenly Father, abused by him, will enhance his future misery, 
and he can look at the day of retribution, with no other emotion than 
terror. A poor man without religion, is indeed a melancholy spec- 
tacle, without consolation, without hope, in time, in eternity; a dark 
cloud, without one spot of light. Miserable are such poor, for they 
have no peace, they live in suffering and fear; they die in despair. 
Miserable are such poor, for theirs is the kingdom, not of heaven! 
They are the subjects of Satan now, and his chains everlasting are 
their future portion. Blessed are ye poor, said our Lord to his 
disciples. They had forsaken all to follow him. They were 
the poor who were rich in faith, in charity, in patience. They 
resisted temptation, improved the afflictive dispensations of Provi- 
dence, laid up treasures in heaven. ‘To them, and to such as them, 
itis our Father’s good pleasure to give the kingdom, for so we are 
told in the text, ** And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and 
said, Blessed are ye poor: for your’s is the kingdom of God " 

My friends,—It is a solemn inquiry, the most important which 
ean possibly engage your attention. Are you disciples of Jesus 
Christ? If you have truly repented of your sins, confessed them 
to God without any reserve ; are deeply sorry for them, and resolved 
to forsake them, and to lead a new life; and if you have faith in 
the Son of God, assured that his merits alone have opened to you 
the door of Salvation; and that they are abundantly sufficient to 
ensure your eternal happiness, if you do your part—then you may 
cherish the hope of the Christian. But if you have no such confi- 
dence in Christ—no such penitence—then you are yet in your 
sins ; you are in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity, 
and you have reason to fear that the wrath of God will abide on you 
forever. Oh, be persuaded to turn from your misery, before it be 
too late. Choose the good, and not the evil. ‘ Arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light.” 


tlt 
ADDRESS OF BISHOP BOWEN, 


Delivered to the Convention of the Diocese, on Thurday, the 14th of 
February, 182s. 


Brethren of the Clergy and Laity :—According to the duty im- 
posed on me, I proceed to lay before you such statement of tran- 
sactions and occurrences, affecting the condition of the Church in 
the Diocese, as is annually usual, and to offer at the same time, 
such reflections and advice, as may be suitable to the relation, which 
I hold to the Churches, of which you are here the representatives. 

Early after the adjournment of the last Convention, I visited St. 
Bartholomew’s Parish, and, assisted by the Rev. Mr. Delavaux, con- 
secrated a new C hapel erected at Walterborough. The erection of 
this Chapel, is the result of the experience which had shewn both 
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the minister and people of the Parish, the inconsistency of the use 
in common, by congregations of different denominations, of the 
game place of worship, with the edification or comiort of either, 
as well as with the brotherly kindness and charity, which, notwith- 
standing difference of religious sentiment and conduct, it is the 
sacredly bounden duty of the ministry of our Church, * as much 
asin them lieth, to maintain and set forth, among all Christian 
people.” —At the same season I visited officially, St. Luke’s Parish, 
Prince William’s, St. Helena’s, Beaufort, and St. Helenas, St. 
Helena Island. At: a little later period of the Spring, Prince George 
Winyaw, and All Saiut’s, Waccamaw, were visited; as also, the 
Church at North Santee, and St. John’s Church, Colleton. In 
July, Grace Church, Sullivan’s Island, was visited, when I wit- 
nessed a generous effort of pious zeal, in a subscription of indivi- 
duals, for the relief of the Church from embarrassing and oppressive 
debt; and in November, in returning from an absence from the 
Diocese, of some mouths, it was permitted me to visit St. David’s 
Church, Cheraw ; Trinity Church, Columbia ; Claremont Church, 
Stateburg ; St. Mark’s Parish, Clarendon, and St. Stephen’s, 
Santee. At the two latter, due previous notice not having been 
forwarded, divine service was not held, on my visiting them. By 
the mention of St. Marks’, Clarendon, | am reminded of the me- 
lancholy intelligence, yesterday conveyed to me, by letter, from 
the Vestry, of the loss, by fire, of the parsonage of their Parish. 
The worthy Rector of the Parish, and his family, are thus dispos- 
sessed of their residence, and of much of their substance. It is 
painful to consider the sympathy of their Brethren, in the afflicting 
dispensation, all that can be extended to this distressed minister 
and congregation. May we not hope, that some able friends may 
be raised up equal to the day of their necessity ? 

During the absence from the Diocese, to which I have just ad- 
verted, it became my duty, after an anxious consideration of the 
objections which had been opposed to it, to bear a part in the im- 
portant transaction, to which, circumstances had given an interest, 
diffusing itself alike throughout our communion, of the consecration 
of the Assistant Bishop of Pennsylvania. Should those who were 
adverse to the investiture of the elected Bishop with this office, 
be generally disaffected to his administration of it, or his suc- 
ceeding to that of their Diocesan, it will be for us to lament the 
evil thus to be perpetuated. But a long acqaintance with this, 
now Right Rev. person, and a strong and entire persuasion of 
the soundness of his claim, upon the esteem and confidence of all to 
whom he may be ecclesiastically related, induce me fondly to en- 
tertain the hope, that experience will soon convince the many, that 
there is no sufficient reason for the continuance of a strife, from 
whieh the Church can derive no benefit, and by which it may be 
greatly injured and dishonored. 

Confirmation has been administered within the year, at St. Paul's 
Church, Radcliffeborough; at St. Luke’s Church, St. Luke’s Parish; 
at St. Helena’s Church, Beaufort; at Sheldon Church, Prince 
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William’s Parish; at All-Saints, upper Parish Church; at St. John’s, 
Colleton; at St. David’s Church, Cheraw; and at Trinity Church, 
Columbia. The whole number of persons confirmed, is considera- 
bly less than usual ; amounting only to 88. The frequency with 
which the rite is administered among us, prevents that the number 
of the subjects of it, should, on any one occasion, in any place, be 
great. Perhaps, at the same time, the Clergy, may not, in all in- 
stances, maintain that pastoral influence with the younger port™ns 
of their congregations, which is indispensable to the effect of thir 
persuasion of them to the duty of submitting themselves to this rite. 
It is a principal character, of an effective ministry, they must be 
aware, that itinduce men to fear the Lord from their youth. ‘There 
is little hope, in general, to be entertained, that they will ever become 
sound members of the Church, and followers of the Lord, to their 
best happiness and good, who are not early impressed with religious 
truth, and early led to incorporate its modifying and controling 
counsel, both with the purposes of the will, and the affections of the 
heart. To the instruction of the young, therefore, by regular 
seasons of catechising, and in careful, habitual preparation of them, 
for the voluntary assumption of the obligations of the Christian 
character and life, I would affectionately beseech my brethren in 
the ministry, to attach the utmost importance. I must not be sup- 
posed to consider myself, individually, in any worthy degree, their 
example, in this essential particular: but I would refer them to an 
example, which, from its nearness to me, is better known than any 
other, of judicious fidelity, zeal, and industry, in it, of which, I 
would earnestly supplicate the Spirit of Grace, to make them all to 
profit, in the conduct of the ministry, at St. Philip’s Church, in 
this city. They to whom I allude, will not, | am sure, consider 
me as having any motive to a reference, which may bear to them, 
an aspect of indelicacy, but the anxiety I feel, that the Pastoral 
Office, in this most important circumstance, should in all cases 
among us, be fulfilled. Were I acquainted with a better model of 
the conduct, from which, the best results for the Church, may al- 
ways be expected, a mention of them, by which, they cannot be 
personally gratified, should have been withheld, 

The Ordinations held within the year, are as follows: Mr. Thomas 
J. Young, was ordained a Deacon, in this Church, in March; 
and the Rey. P. T. Keith, a Priest, in Prince George’s, Winyaw, 
Parish Church, Georgetown, in April. The Rev. Edward Neuf- 
ville, was also admitted to Priest’s Orders in May, and Mr. Jobn 
S. Field to Deacon’s, in December. 

The indefinite suspension from the exercise of the ministry, of 
Mr. Motte, which was reported to you at the last Convention, has, 
since given place, consistently with his own express desire, agree- 
ably to the provisions of the 7th canon of 1820, to the displacement 
of him, from his grade in the ministry. 

Only one person has been received, as a Candidate for Orders, 
within the year, viz. Rev. M. W. Huxford. Mr. Buswell, who was 
named to you, last year, having been taken from it by death, the 
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number of Candidates now belonging to the Diocese 1s five. Mr 
Buswell had exhibited good promise of usefulness, and is deservedly 
lamented. Inthe sorrow of his relatives for his death, we who 
knew and esteemed him, although entirely strangers to them, have 
cordially sympathized. 

We have been called, in the course of the year, to lament the 
loss by death, of only one of the Clergy of the Diocese: viz. the 
Rao Philip Mathews, for many years Rector of the Church, on 
Sw Helena’s Island. Of the particulars of his death, no information 
has been received. The Rev. Mr. Field, recently admitted to 
Deacon’s Orders, is serving the Church, which has thus been made 
vacant. 

Other changes which have taken place in the Diocese, consist in 
the removal of the Rev. Mr. Thomas, from the station, which had 
been created by Missionary services at Greenville, to the Pastoral 
care of the Churches on Edisto Island ; ; and that of the Rev. Mr. 
Neufville, to Christ Church, Savannah; made vacant by the sudden 
and lamented death of the Rev. Mr. Carter; the resignation by the 
Rev. Mr. Lance, who had for many years, faithfully and usefully 
served it, of the Rectorship of Prince George Parish, Winyaw, and 
the election of the Rev. Mr. Keith, to fill that vacancy; and the 
discontinuance of the services of the Rev. P. Gadsden, at Christ 
Church, in consequence of the desire of the congregation of St. 
Paul’s Parish, Stono, that his services might be wholly had by 
them, and provision made accordingly, for defraying the expenses 
of his residence among them. The Rev. Mr. Young has served the 
Church, at Greenville, for several months, since the removal from 
it, of Mr. Thomas; and there is reason to hope, that by the services 
of both these ministers, the interest of the Church there, has been 
much promoted. It is earnestly to be desired, that the benevolent 
attention of the members of the Church in this Diocese, may be 
extended to this necessitous mission; and that the few members 
of the Church, there, who are able to contribute to such an object, 
may be encouraged to expect assistance adequate to the completion 
of the building, which having been commenced, asa place of our 
Church's worship, remains unfinished for want of means to justify 
the Vestry, in contracting with workmen to proceed with it. Mr. 
Young, in his report to the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal 
Society for the advancement of Christianity, whose Missionary he 
was, expresses the opinion, that $500, would be sufficient to defray 
the expense of finishing this building. It were, indeed, to be re- 
gretted, that so small a sum should not be obtained, for a purpose 
so reasonably claiming an interest in the feelings of the members 
of our communion. 

The Chureh at Claremont, the charge of which, had been re- 
signed by the Rev. Mr. Barlow, is now served by the Rev. Mr. 
Converse, warmly recommended by the E cclesiasical authority of 
the Diocese of New-York, to the confidence and esteem of that of 
this. 
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I should do injustice to the feeling with which the death of Mr. 
Carter lias affected me, were I to add nothing to the cursory men- 
tion which I have made of that melancholy event. Mr. Carter was 
an eminently, respectable, and useful Minister.’ Qualified for his 
calling, by a liberal educa ion, to which much industry of study, 
had superadded very considerable acquirements of Theological 
science, and still more by peculiar graces of temper and disposition, 
wrought by cultivation and care, into efficient principle ot religious 
and professional character and conduct; he was in all respects an 
ornament to the ministry. | knew him well; and inthe affectionate 
esteem in which | held him, was justified by the sentiments of all 
who knew him; and especially of a numerous, respectable, and 
enlightened congregation, who mourn, in his death, the loss of an 
able, affectionate, diligent and most faithful Pastor. Separated, 
for a few days, from the excellent and beloved partner of his domestic 
life, of whom, Providence, had, with an awful surprise bereaved 
him, he was called to follow her to the rest of the blessed, before 
he had become able, yet to lift up his head trom the sorrow, with 
which it had pleased the Lord to bow it down. ‘The sorrows of the 
weeping people, friends and relatives, thus mournfully bereaved, 
have been deeply felt among us; and to myself individually, it has 
seemed, that in the death of this excellent friend and brother, it 
has been my lot to sustain real personal calamity. 

The claims of the Society forthe advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina, continue to merit more favor than they receive. 
Of this every member of the Church will be satisfied, who will look 
at the list of its members, published with the report of its ‘Trustees ; 
copies of which, are on the table of the Secretary. I can scarcely 
persuade myself, that any members of this body, whose names are 
not in it, will remain satisfied that they should not be. ‘The little sum 
required, can scarcely be more judiciously appropriated to uny 
other object, beyond the claims which the necessities of the Church, 
where we are immediately interested in the support of its offices, 
may have, on our pious beneficence. The state of the funds com- 
mitted in trust to the Society, by the Convention and by Vestries, 
may be inspected in the accounts of the Treasurer, laid on the 
table, for the purpose. 

It was grateful to me, to be permitted during my absence 
from the Diocese in the Summer, to witness the accomplishment 
10 80 great an extent, as it has attained, of the design of the General 
Convention, always so fondly patronised among us, as to the 
Institution of a Seminary of Theological Education. It has 
not often occurred to me, to be affected with glad and happy 
emotion, in the contemplation of objects of solicitude connected 
with the interest and honor of our Church, in the degree with which 
[ saw this work, in the founding of which, my excellent predeces- 
sor bore so conspicuous a part, so far advanced towards its com- 
pletion, as to exhibit itself among public objects of interest, to 
every friend of Christianity, and the Church, visiting the city in 
which it is placed. The building which has been erected for the 
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uses of the Seminary, is a handsome and commodious structure, in 
all respects advantageously situated on the banks of the Hudson ; 
having in it, suits of apartments for the residence of some of the 
Protessors, and lodging rooms for the Students. To see these in 
the actual occupation of such a building, regularly attending the 
recitations held in it, by a learned, accomplished, and pious 
faculty, and having access to a well furnished library, suitable for 
the Institution, conveniently disposed in its appropriate apartment, 
in the same building, was to enjoy a gratification of long cherished 
wishes, not easy to be expressed. Of your animated sympathy in 
the feeling, with which I bring this subject to your notice, I am 
contident. Nor can I be mistaken in expressing it as a subject of 
regret, at least equally felt by you as by myself, that any deficiency 
should yet exist, of means, adequate to the expense, which, by the 
enterprise of the acting Trustees of the Seminary, has been incurred, 
in carrying its design, to so happy a degree of accomplishment. 
May I be permitted to intreat, that we fail not to fulfil the purpose 
so readily taken up, in this body, at our last meeting, as to the 
claims of this great object of our common anxieties, as members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States 

A no less important interest of our Church, great, as is reasonably 
the satisfaction, with which we contemplate the prosperity of our 
Seminary for clerical education, is the conduct under its own aus- 
pices, of the academic education of its youth. On this principle, we 
may rejoice to see the indefatigable Bishop of Ohio, proceeding, iu 
the erection of his College, and under the influence of the same prin- 
ciple, | feel myself warranted in once more recommending to the 
preference of those who must or will, seek education for their Sons 
out of the State, Washington C ollege at Hartford, of the able and 
udicious conduct of educt ation at which, l am fully satisfied ; and 
he Episcopalian College at Geneva, in New-York; at present under 


he superintendence of the learned, pious, and amiable minister of 


our Church, with whom yeu are, generally, well acquainted. 

It may be expected, and I have seen it to be proper, that I should 
at this time, remind you of matters, made by the last General Con- 
vention of our Church, subjects of your consideration, preparatory 
to the next meeting of that body. 

In the constitution of the Church, it was proposed, that the 8th 


article be altered, by the insertion of the words, ‘or the articles of 


religion,” in the second clause of that article; after the words, 
“ or other offices of the Church.” The object of the proposed 
amendment, is simply to provide, that alterations to be at any time 
made, in the articles of religion, shall be as well secured from basty 
and inconsiderate adoption, as in the Book of Common Prayer. 
It is only, L conceive, when objection is entertained to proposed 
alterations, that any order is necessary to be taken in relation to 
them, in the State Conventions. 

On the subject of the proposed alterations in the Rubrick of the 
Book of Common Prayer, and in ‘the order of Confirmation, — it 
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seems to me incumbent that I should now, freely express to you 
my sentiments. 

‘In referring to this subject, at the last Convention, I stated that 

‘‘in most of the particulars, the alterations proposed, had, in the 
spirit, if not in the letter, previous to the proposition of them, re- 
ceived my cordial assent.” In explanation of this, it will be suffi- 
cient to mention, that at an interview had with the individual 
member of the House of Bishops, on whose motion, the proposition 
of the alterations was adopted, and whose solicitude to preserve our 
Liturgy, free from all needless or injurious change, it is impossible 
to question, I had expressed, before the meeting of the General 
Convention, my assent, in general, to the expediency of such alter- 
ations as he suggested, with the exception of a particular, which 
was subsequently withdrawn. With that exception, I expressed 
my perfect willingness to have the matter offered for consideration, 
although I could not estimate the reasons or merits of all the par- 
ticulars of it, in a manner altogether satisfactory to myself, until I 
should have the opportunity of further thinking and conversing of 
them. Circumstances, at that season, disengaged me from all the 
business of the Convention; and I have since, not until within a few 
months past, given the subject the attention which was due to it. I 
now freely declare myself to you, convinced of the expediency of 
the alterations proposed, even as they appear on the journal of the 
Convention. As that journal is not probably in the hands of mary 
members of this body, I will recite them to you, from its pages. 

‘* The House of Bishops, deeply solicitous to preserve unimpaired 
the Liturgy of the Church, and yet desirous to remove the reasons 
alleged, from the supposed length of the service, for the omission 
of some of its parts, and particularly for the omission of that part 
of the communion office, which is commonly called the ante-com- 
munion service, do unanimously propose to the House of Clerical 
and Lay Deputies, the following resolutions, to be submitted to the 
several State Conventions, in order to be acted upon, at the next 
General Convention, agreeably to the eighth article of the Consti- 
tution. 

** Ist. Resolved, that in “‘ The order how the Psalter is appointed 
to be read,” the following be added to the fourth paragraph—* or 
any other psalm or psalms, except on those days on which proper 
psalms are appointed :”—so that the whole paragraph will read as 
follows :—‘“* The minister instead of reading from the psalter, as 
divided for daily morning and evening prayer, may read one of the 
selections set out by this Church, or any other psalm or psalms, 
except on those days, on which, “ proper psalms,” are appointed.” 

“2d. Resolved, that in, “ The order how the rest of the Holy 
Scripture is appointed to be read,” the following be inserted after 
the fifth paragraph :—The minister may, at hiS discretion, instead 
of the entire lessons, read suitable portions thereof, not less than 
fifteen verses. And on other days than Sundays and holy days, in 
those places, where morning and evening prayer, is not daily used, 
he may read other portions of the Old and New ‘Testament, instead 
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of the prescribed lessons, it being recommended that, unless cir- 
cumstances render it inexpedient, on the stated prayer days of 
Wednesdays and Fridays, the lessons for those duys, or for one of 
the intervening days, be read. 

** The Bishops, in the use of the office of Confirmation, finding that 
the preface is frequently not well suited to the age and character of 
those who are presented for this holy ordinance, unanimously pro- 
pose the following resolution : 

** 3d. Resolved, that after the present preface in the office of Con- 
firmation, the following be inserted, to be used instead of the former, 
at the discretion of the Bishop:—It appears from Holy Scripture, 
that the Apostles laid their hands on those who were baptized, and 
this ordinance styled by the Apostle Paul, the “laying on of hands,” 
and rauked by him, among the principles of the doctrine of Christ, 
has been retained in the Church under the name of Confirmation, 
and is very convenient, and proper to be observed, to the end tha 
persons being sufficiently instructed in what they promised, or wha 
was promised for them in their baptism, and being in other re- 
spects, duly qualified, may themselves, with their own mouth, 
and consent, openly before the Church, ratify and confirm the 
same, and also promise, that by the grace of God, they will ever- 
more endeavour, themselves, faithfully to observe such things as 
they, by their own confession have assented unto. 

** And to correct the injurious misapprehension, as to the meaning 
of certain terms, in the first collect, in the office of Confirmation, 
the Bishops unanimously propose the following resolutions : 

** Sth. Resolved, that afier the first collect in the office of Con- 
firmation, the following be inserted, to be used at the discretion of 
the Bishop, instead of the first collect. ‘*®Almighty and everliving 
God, who hast vouchsafed, in baptism, to regenerate these thy 
servants, by water and the Holy Ghost; thus giving them a title to 
all the blessings of thy covenant of grace and mercy, in thy Son 
Jesus Christ, avd now dost grace iously confirm unto them, ratifying 
the promises then made, all “their holy privileges; grant unto them, 
we beseech thee, O Lord, the renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
strengthen them with the power of this divine comforter, and daily 
increase in them, thy manifold gifts of grace, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and ghostly strength, the 
spirit of knowledge and true godliness, and fill thein, O Lord, with 
the spirit of thy Hely fear, now and for ever, Amen.” 

“ And whereas, in the opinion of the Bishops, there is no doubt, 
as to the obligation of ministers to say, on all Sundays, and other 
holy days, that part of the Communion Office, which is commonly 
called the ante-communion, yet as the practice of some of the clergy, 
is not conformable to this construction of the rubrick on this point, 
the House of Bishops, propose the following resolutions : 

“ 5th. Resolved, that the following be adopted as a substitute, for 
the first sentence in the rubrick, immediately after the Communion 


office : 
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“ On all Sundays and other holy days, shall be said, all that is 
appointed at the Communion, unto the end of the Gospel, con- 
cluding divine service, in all cases, when there is a sermon, or 
Communion, and when there is not, with the blessing.” 

i should now proceed to state to you, the reasons which have 
induced me to wish, that these alterations of the Rubrick of our 
Common Prayer, and in the language of the Order of Confirmation, 
should be adopted. But, apprehensive that I might thus be placed 
in the disagreeable attitude of controversy, with some much esteemed 
Brethren in the Ministry, whom I know to be opposed to them, I 
prefer to reserve what has occurred to me in their favor, to be 
expressed, only when it may seem to me more obligatory. Per- 
haps our sense of this matter, had better be determined without 
discussion—and the General Cenvention, be considered as the 
only proper scene of its discussion. I will only beg leave in 
passing over the subject to remark, that to this project of alteration, 
I should be utterly opposed, if it implied change, in a sense, ad- 
mitting of either the transposition, or omission, of any essential part 
of the service ; if it extended the discretion to be given, to the 
leaving out of lessons from the Old and New Testament—or of any 
portion, whatever, of the Psalms—or of the Litany, or of the 
Decalogue, Epistle, and Gospel. But it is worthy to be noticed, 
that it admits not of either of these omissions, and consequently 
leaves the order and structure of the Liturgy, perfectly unimpaired. 
It licenses the reader, by an alteration in the Rubrick, or directions for 
the conduct of Morning and Evening prayer, only to shorten the lessons, 
and the portions of the Reading Psalms, so called. In this, I see 
no mutilation of the Liturgy, tending to invite innovation, more 
and more, upon its venerable excellence. I do not think that 
danger of this is to be apprehended, notwithstanding some crude 
and fantastical suggestions of reform, that have appeared in some 
of the periodicais of the day. The spirit of outrageous, or adven- 
turous innovation, will never, I am persuaded, find countenance, 
from any considerable portion of the members, either Clerical or 
Lay, of one house of our General Convention: and in the other, 
in which the proposition of the alterations before us originated, as 
a dictate of that sense of the good, and necessities of the Church, 
which, experience and observation, in the prosecution of the pecu- 
liar duties of the Episcopal office, in scenes to which the generality 
of the Clergy are strangers, had given, there will always, I must 
fondly hope, be prudence and firmness enough, to resist effectually, 
the passage of the whims of inconsiderate, and inadequately in- 
formed innovators, into law. 

It is chiefly, however, in the hope, that, by a reasonable accom- 
modation, such as this proposed measure contemplates, to the al- 
leged necessity of abbreviating, in other circumstances, we may put 
away from the Church, the evil of omitting the ante-communion 
service, become, in some places, so prevalent, that [ am, on this 
ground, in favor of its adoption. It is, I believe, rather because 
the omission of it, takes from the time, that the morning service 
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occupies, than that the language of the Rubrick, at the end of this 
office, is considered as designedly leaving the obligation of reading 
it on all Sundays, and other holy days, not imperative, that the 
practice referred to, has, to so great an extent, obtained. ‘I'he 
alterations proposed, while they contemplate the liberty to be given, 
of reading the whole of the lessons or not, and of the regular por- 


tions of the Psalter, at the same time, embrace a modification of 


the language of the Rubrick, at the end of the ante-communion 
office, which shall make the reading of this impressive, instructive, 
and beautiful office, invariably obligatory, according as the ap- 
poiutment of it, is, in the book of Common Prayer. I would not, 
however, be supposed to regard the Rubrick as it now stands, as 
of ambiguous construction; although [ cannot question that it ts so, 

to some honest minds. And although it may seem here not to be 
called for, I will take occasion to state, what has, to my own mind, 
always put away the possibility of doubt, as to the construction of 
the language of the Church’s authority, in this place. The Rubrick 
prefixed to this office, in the third paragraph of it, provides that it 
shall be said on all occasions, on which the Sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper, is to be administered. ‘ The Table, at the Communion 
time, &c.” Then, at the end of the office, it is provided, that 
** upon the Sundays, and other holy days, (it there be no sermon or 
communion,) shall be said all that is appointed at the Communion, 
unto the end of the Gospel.” Now why this direction was here sub- 
joined, I have always found it impossible to conceive, unless it was, 
to guard against the otherwise probable mistake, that only when the 
Table was prepared for the administration of the Lord’s Supper, 
as directed at the beginning of it, the minister should be understood 
to be required to read this service. Again, the language of the 
direction given at the end of this office is, ‘‘ if there be no sermon or 
communion.” Now, if it may be be omitted when there is @ sermon, 

consistently with this language, may it not be, by the precisely same 
rule, (the conjunction or, evidently putting the sermon and com- 
munion, on the very same footing,) omitted also, when there is 
communion, the contrary of which is expressely provided, by the 
Rubrick prefixed to the office’ Has this latter Rubrick, any 
authority at all, 1 then confidently ask, if the other is not as imper- 
ative as it, as to the use of the Decalogue, Epistle and Gospel: If 
they may be omitted, when there is @ sermon, may they not be 
omitted also, when there ts a communion—and, therefore, contrary to 
the evident pains of the Church, in providing this part of her Li- 
turgy, be omitted altogether ? 

To the changes proposed, in the order of Confirmation, I gave my 
assent, on the suggestion of them by the esteemed individual before 
referred to, without any hesitation. They were such in substance, 
and almost in their very words, as I had gone to the General Con- 
vention, with a determination to propose. I will not detain you 
upon them; satisfied, that by a comparison of the language of the 
preface, and of the prayer before the laying on of hands, which it is 
proposed to omit, with that, which it is proposed to insert in those 









































a il 








+ alec 


1828. } Bishop Bowen’s Address. 
parts of this office, (which is the same, as that of the form tor the 
administration of this Rite, in the Church of England, where only 
the young are ever supposed to be subjects of it, the alteration 
will at once approve itself, as necessary and desirable. 

1 now dismiss this subject, with the expression of my earnest 
wish, that any difference of sentiment in relation to it, which may be 
found to exist among us, may be so entertained, and so expressed, 
as that our harmony and love, as Brethren, may not be impaired by 
it; and that f may be understood neither to expect or desire, 
any weight to attach to my opinion, as now expressed, other than 
it may seem entitled to, as that of an individual, who has given the 
subject{¥Ro slight consideration ; because bound to act with respect 
to it, should oceusion be atflorded, and to seal his opinion with his 
vote. 

[ should preter, indeed, that a revision should be instituted of the 
lessons, by a Committee of the General Convention, instructed to 
propose, in some intances, more suitable, and in others, shorter 
lessons than the present, for all occasions of divine service, both 
stated and occasional ;—and as to the reading Psalms, to prepare 
an additional number of selections of them, and some, shorter than 
any of the present ones. But as there seem to me difficulties op- 
posed to the hope of a result, such as might be wished, of a motion 
for such a course, more insuperable, than any which obstruct the 
passage of the alterations of the Rubrick now proposed, into a law 
of the Church, as I cannot but esteem it desirable, that something 
should be done, and I cannot easily persuade myself, that any thing 
better than that which is now in hand, could be effected, U there- 
fore confess my wish, that the measure as proposed, may have the 
sanction of those, who shall compose the house of Clerical and 
Lay Delegates, of the General Convention of 1829. 

It is probable, that you will entertain a wish, contrary to that 
which | have thus freely expressed to you. I consider you as free 
to express, as to entertain it. Satisfied, however, that its source 
will be the veneration, in whdak you re asonably hold the Liturgy, 
and an anxiety to preserve it, as nearly as possible, such as we 
have received it from the Parent Chure +h, I shall regard the oppo- 
sition among you to the measure proposed, should it prevail, with 
pride and satisfaction; aad should I still think myself right in 
entertaining the opinion which I do, shall have the happiness to 


helieve, that you are also right—right in the principle, at least, of 


your determination, even if in my estimation, not so, in the deter- 
mination itself, which it had influenced. 

The peculiar pious charities of our Church, claim some mention 
from me, on this occasion; but your time will permit me only to 
recommend, as I have felt it my duty before to do, that discrimi- 
nation in their favor, which will enable you, ‘most effectually to 
promote them. The various modes of promoting, and propagating 
Christian truth, with all its happiness and benefit, which are in 
hand, among all denominations of Christian people, may all be, 
more or less, entitled to our respectful consideration: nor should 
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our prayer be withheld, that whatsoever is in honest zeal, under- 
taken for the glory of God, may be blessed, to the attainment of 
the end, so laudably had in view. But there is merit reasonably 
attaching, to the claims of designs, which, within our own com- 
munion, and with its peculiar sanction, are set on foot, which may 
consistently be expected to give them our decided preference. ‘To 
propagate sound and efficient Christianity, for instance, among 
those who are without its knowledge and ministrations, is emi- 
nently our duty, according tothe ability and opportunity, which we 
inay thus exert and improve, consistently with the more imperious 
demand, of the necessities of our own household of faith, imme- 
diately about us. Our Church has instituted for us, a way which 
we may do this; and it peculiarly claims to be used by us, rather 
than any other. And, in short, in whatever way, within our own 
institutions, the sober, sound, scriptural Christianity, which we have 
received in the venerable formularies transmitted to us, from the 
earliest age of the Reformation, may be promoted, in such, it be- 
comes us to be ready and desirous, chiefly to promote it, and cer- 
tainly with a more generous beneficence, than has yet characterized 
ours, in comparison with other communions, regardless of the 
inconsiderate and misapplied reproach and disatisfaction, which, 
either ignorantly or perversely, may atiach the name of bigotry, to 
any thing short of such a liberality, as would unconditionally sur- 
render, all that we conscientiously hold be true, sacred aud obliga- 
tory. 

I cannot close this address, without complying with a request, 
which some of my Brethren, Clerical and Lay, have made of me, to 
express my opinion, in reference to a matter, of some interest to the 
Church, although, not admitting of being here made a subject of le- 
gislation. Of the propriety of compliance with a request so made, I 
am satisfied, whenever I am persuaded, that my opinion, in the Dio- 
cesan relation which Lhold to you, is entitled to any weight, and when 
in the expression of it, | can see the /east probability of good, to in- 
terests, which I am appointed and pledged, to the utmost of my power, 
to guard and promote. The subject alluded to, is that of lending 
Churches, for uses, not in correspondence with their sacred intent. 
I think I may expect the concurrence of all serious members of our 
communion, inthe sentiment, that it is, in general, desirable, that 
our Churches should not be lent, for any use, which is not that of 
the Protestant Episcopal Christian worship and instruction, to 
which they are dedicated. Hitherto, they may, by the prudence of 
those, who have used the right of lending them, on application, for 
occasions of political celebration, have been preserved from pro- 
fanation and dishonor: but the increased, and increasing trequency 
of such occasions, may perhaps suggest to the minds of some, the 
danger of their losing, in unhallowed association, the reverence that 
is due to them, as places sacred to religion, and its influences upon 
the heart, if some restraint is not put upon the facility, with which 
the use of them is obtained. There are occasions, | am aware, 
which may seem reasonably to claim, to be excepted from any 
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general rule of exclusion, which it might be deemed proper to 
adopt ; I mean, especially, such as those, to which, ever since the 
establishment, by the successful close of the Revolutionary war, 
of the Independence of the United States, some of cur Churches 
have been annually opened ; and on which, religious service has 
been always deemed an indispensably proper circumstance, of 
political celebration. 

Unwilling to detain you, my Brethren, a moment longer, I yet 
cannot forego the present opportunity, afforded me, of entreating 
that we may all earnestly apply ourselves, to the service of the 
Church, and the promotion and security of the important interests, 
which are deposited in it, to the utmost, that our ability and oppor- 
tunity, in the several spheres assigned us, as its members, will 
permit. It is unhappily evident, that in some portions of the 
Diocese, where a goodly scene of ministration had been opened, a 
decline uf religious interest has taken place, and a relaxation of 
effort in its behalf. My Brethren of the Laity, will permit me, in 
the spirit of affection, to suggest the question, whether all that is 
most reasonably dear, and important to them, in their personal, 
domestic, and social estate, may not thus be put imminently at 
hazard: and whether any difficulties, or embarrassment, arising 
from the diminution of temporal means, or any mortification, or 
offence, from occurrences, falsifying their confidence, and frustrat- 
ing their attention and liberality, may be adequate reason for indif- 
ference, to matters, in which, it is impossible for them as Christians, 
not, on reflection, to perceive, the best interests of their being, to be 
involved. 

To my Brethren of the Clergy also, I will, on this occasion, as 
on uthers, earnestly address the feeling, with which I am unceasingly 
possessed, bidding me to desire, that we may all, with one mind and 
one heart, with unwearied vigilance and energy, watch and strive 


for the house of our God, and the offices thereof. When a spirit of 


indifference to religious things, is any where abroad among us, 
it is surely for us of the ministry, to be, then, most anxiously and 
actively alive to them; devoting ourselves to their interest, by all 
that is our duty, ‘‘ by pureness, by knowledge, by long suffering, by 
kindness, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand, and on 
the left; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, as poor, yet making many 
rich, as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” Above all 
is it, in such circumstances, most especially our duty, to endeavour 
that “ we may give no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not 
blamed.”” The scandal which any carelessness, or violation of obli- 
gation, on our part, may occasion to the Church, it is for us to de- 
precate with horror. While we desire and expect from our Brethren 
of the Laity, indulgence for human infirmity or error, to which, we 
partake with them, a common liableness, let us be understood to 
desire and expect no more than this. Of their disposition, in general, 
liberally to extend this, I am well persuaded—as well as of their 
willingness, in general, to afford us encouragementand countenance, 
in the prosecution of the high objects of our calling. The time has 
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assed, I think, in which a spirit of captious jealously of our order, 
perpetually liable to the ideal alarm of the power of the Clergy, was 
inseparable from their conduct of ecclesiastical business; and it were 
difficult now, perhaps, to find an individual among them, not fully 
recognizing the demand, which, under our constitution of civil 
government, common sense so decidedly enforces, for the dismission 
from their minds, of all other sentiment towards our office, but that 
which bespeaks for it, their consideration and help, for the sake of 
the moral welfare of Society, as well as of the spiritual interest of 
themselves, as individuals professing the religion of the Bible, as 
transmitted in our indisputably Apostolic Church, no less than of 
their children, and their friends, which, with no other earthly support 
or help, it is looked to the Ministers of Christ, to promote. 


NATHANIEL BOWEN. 


—000— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A TRACT, 


On the subjects of, and mode of administering the Christian Sacrament ot 
Baptism. 


Section 1.—Introductory. 


Soon after the fall, mankind were separated into two classes. 
This separation was made by the Almighty, and he, of course, de- 
termined all] the arrangements of it. 

The question, whether infants could be admitted into the class 
of God’s people, naturally, arose at the beginning. It was settled, 
by the founder of the class or society, even by the Almighty him- 
self. Let us bring these assertions to the test. 

The date of the separation, between the Church and the World, 
is the transaction when “ the Lord had respect unto Abel and to 
his offering, but to Cain and his offering he had not respect.” Seth 
succeeded Abel, and his family were classed with the Church, 
while Cain and his family were classed with the world. The 
“sons of God,” belonged to the former, and “ the daughters of 
Men,” to the latter class, and their union was the occasion of that 
corruption, which was punished by the Deluge. The Church and 
the World being thus mingled, the Almighty separated, to be the 
founders of a new Society of his chosen people, Noah and his 
family. The selection was founded on the character of the head 
of the family: “ And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and 
all thy house into the Ark, for thee have I seen righteous before me.” 
“ And I, behold I, establish my covenant with you, and with your 
seed after you.” 

When Babel was erected, the Church and the World appear to 
have reunited, and again a separation was made, by the call of 
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Abraham and his family. To him God said “ Thou shalt keep my 
covenant, therefore, thou and thy seed after thee.”—As Isaac and 
Jacob, so also their infant children were, as is universally adwitted, 
members of the Church. 

From this period until the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
visible Church consisted of those Jews and proselytes, together 
with their infant children, who were made members of it by the 
divinely prescribed ceremony. It appears then, from this review : 

In the first place, that, at the founding of the Church of God, 
infants were numbered amoug its members, and therefore we infer 
that their admission to Church membership, is an essential principle 
in the constitution of the Church. 

In the second place, that, under the patriarchal dispensation, 
their admission was commanded, and thus the Almighty testified, 
a second time, his sense of its importance. 

And, in the third place, that, under the Mosaic dispensation, 
their admission was an established custom. 

It is true, the divine Governor may repeal his laws, and abrogate 
his institutions. But where has he said to parents: Cease to bring 
your children under the bonds of the Covenant? Where has he 
said: The original regulation of my Church, respecting the admis- 
sibility of infants, into it is abolished ° But we are favoured, with 
more than significant silence on this subject. ‘ Suffer the little 
children to come unto me and forbid them not,”’ was the declaration 
of the Son of God: as if, My invitation, ‘‘ Come unto me, and 
learn of me,” is to you, and to your children: They are in error, 
who consider it addressed only to adults. How could any come 
to Christ to goed purpose, but by becoming his disciples, and how 
could they become his disciples, but by the prescribed method of 
baptism’ Now that he is absent in the flesh, what other mode of 
bringing children to him can there be, but that of passing them 
into his Church, through the gate of baptism? “ For of sueh 
(he added) is the kingdom of heaven.”” This is one of the names 
of his Church, as in that declaration, ‘‘ the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.”’ Here then is areproof, to his Apostles as if, ye know, 
or ought to know, that such, viz. infants are admissible into my 
earthly kingdom. How then could ye forbid their being brought 
tome. The point of the reproof seems to depend much on this 
interpretation. But, admit that our Lord has reference to the 
kingdom in heaven, then he declares, that infauts are admissible 
into that kingdom, and if so, surely they cannot be unfit subjects 
of his kingdom on earth. 

The ceremony of admission into the Church, appears to have been 
changed in different ages. What it was, in the days of Seth and 
Noah, we know not. Inthe time of Abraham, that ceremony of 
initiation was ordained, which was continued under the Mosaic 
dispensation. By a solemn decree of the whole Church, in the 
Apostolic age, this ceremony was declared to be no longer binding.* 





* Acts xv. 22. &c. 
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Sf A Tract—On Baptism. [ Mareh, 
Baptism, which was instituted by our Lord himself, evidently 
superseded it. It is obvious, that the change of the initiatory 
ceremony of the Church, cannot affect the question of the adinis- 
sibility into it, of infants. If they are parties to the covenant, 
the token of their being so, and the badge of separation from a 
wicked world, (whether that token and badge be circumcision or 
baptism,) are to be their’s of course. 

** Suppose our Saviour had not changed the seal of the Covenant, 
but instead of baptizing, had said unto the Apostles, Go and make 
all nations my disciples, circumcising them in the name of the 
Father, &c. I appeal to any impartial man’s judgment, whether 
the Apostles receiving such a commission to circumcise proselytes 
of all nations, would not have presumed, without directions to the 
contrary, that it was Christ’s intention, that infants of adult pro- 
selytes should be circumcised, as well as proselytes themselves, 
according to the commandment of God under the Old Testament, 
and the practice of the Jewish Church. And if a command to pro- 
selyte and circumcise all nations would, without an exception, have 
comprehended infants, as well as men, why should it be imagined, 
that the command to proselyte and baptize all nations should not 
likewise comprehend them, seeing that infant-baptism, as well as 
infant-circumcision, had been the immemorial practice of the 
Jewish Church :r” ‘ The Apostles had lived under a dispensation, 
where infants were initiated both by circumcision and baptism, (viz. 
the infants of proselytes,) into the Church, and without they had been 
instructed to the contrary, they must naturally have understood their 
commission of baptizing to have extended unto infants, as well as 
actual believers; as if, for instance, God should now extraordinarily 
call twelve men of any Christian Nation, where infant-baptism had 
been a constant and universal practice, and bid them, Go and pro- 
selyte the Indians, baptizing them, &c. None of these men could 
possibly imagine, that infants were excepted out of their commis- 
sion; but common sense, on the contrary, would oblige them to 
understand it according to the usage of their own Church.”* 

It does not appear that the command to admit infants to Church 
Membership was renewed,+ under the Mosaic dispensation. The 
Jews deemed it sufficient that the divinely established custom which 


had originated in the time of their fathers, had not been abolished. 


With equal propriety do Christians infer that (though their dispensa- 
tion of religion differs, in some respects, from the Mosaic, as the 
Mosaic did from the Patriarchal,) the command which was given, 
in the beginning, to admit infants into the Church is still binding, 
no declaration to the contrary having been made by the Almighty. 

St. Paul says, ‘** All were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea.”’ So far as an argument may be founded on a figure it 
results from this, that baptism is applicable to infants, for they were 
among those who passed through the Red Sea, and upon whom 


* London Cases, page 405. 


*t Circumcision is not “ of Moses, but of the fatbers,”’ John vii. 22. 
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“ the clouds poured out water,’ (See Psalm 77: 17 verse.) All the 
Jewish natiou were thus figuratively baptized; even as all of every 
other nation ought to be in reality. 

The character of the Messiah is thus given by Isaiah: “ He shall 
feed his flock like a shepherd: He shall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his bosom.” May we not infer from this, 
thatthe privileges of his religion will be participated, even by those so 
young as to be carried onthe arm? But what Christian privilege 
have infants, under that system, which refuses to recognize them 
among the disciples of Christ? It seems to be of the very genius 
of the Christian religion to include mankind as of all conditions, so 
of all ages among its pensioners. The various persons who, without 
a divine sanction, have presumed to instruct their fellow-men in 
religion, have generally addressed their lessons to the refined, and 
intellectual classes of society. They scorned to associate with the 
poor and the ignorant, and the idea of instructing little children 
never was entertained by them. But “ there is no respect of 
persons with God.” The benefits of his religion are offered as to 
9 all sorts and conditions of men, so also to the infant as well as to 
; the mature mind. Those disciples, who forbad the bringing of 

infants to Christ, misunderstood his religion, and we are told that 
he was much displeased with them, for their ignorance as to a 
point, by which the true religion had been distinguished from the 
beginning, was particularly reprehensible. How important it was, 
in the view of the Saviour, that this benevolent and beautiful feature 
of his system should be guarded, appears from the fact, that it was 
his dying charge to his Apostle, “to feed his lambs.” He had 
previously instructed him “to feed his sheep.” If among the 
disciples of Christ there are only adults, to whom does he allude 
as the lambs of his flock ? 

That the religious welfare of mankind should be attended to from 
their childhood, is the lesson not of the Old Testament only. As 
Solomon had said, ** Train up a child in the way he should go,” 
so St. Paul, “‘ Ye fathers bring them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord.” It is said of Timothy, that from a child he 
had known the holy Scriptures, and though it is intimated that his 
religious education had been the concern of his mother and grand- 
mother, we cannot doubt that they had been assisted and en- 
couraged in this charitable work by the ministers of the Church. 
The making infants members of the Church, and thus commending 

> them to the divine mercy, and securing for them the prayers, and 
the solicitude of the whole society of the faithful, and of the minis- 
try in particular, is a part of the system of their religious education 
which seems indispensable. It is admitted that the so receiving 
infants into the Church, under both the patriarchal and the Mosaic 
dispensation, was the incipient maesure, appointed by divine 
authority, for their spiritual welfare. But the Christian dispensa- 
tion equally recognizes the necessity of divine grace, and the ordi- 
nances of the Church, as the channel of that grace. It is, in 
correspondence with these principles, that divine grace is solemnly 














86 Man—-in God's image. { March, 


invoked for the infant, and that he is invested with a title to those 
great privileges of the Christian Society, their united care and 
prayers, by his partaking of the rite of baptism. 

According to that system which denies Church membership to 
infants, if consistently adhered to, all of them, whether born of 
heathen parents or not, are inthe same situation, in a spiritual point 
of view, for the Church has no concern with any of them. ‘They 
are all classed among the heathen. There are no families of the 
faithful. The Church, like aschool of philosophy, has adult pupils 
only. The ministry bear no relation whatever to infants. There 
are sheep, but no lambs in the flock of Christ. Does this resemble 
that Society of the people of God, which we find in both Testaments? 
It is certainly unlike the Church in Judea of old composed of 
* elders, children, and those that suck the breasts,” gathered in the 
solemn assembly, Joel 2. 16. If it be a true representation of the 
Christian Church, it certainly does not appear to correspond with 
that solicitude fur the spiritual welfare of the young, which our Lord 


and his Apostles always manifested. 


(To be continued.) 


FROM THE REMAINS OF THE LATE REV. CHARLES WOLFE. 


MAN—IN GOD'S IMAGE. 


‘* This image—this beautiful image has been long since shivered 
and disfigured; but its fragments remain to testify that it once 
existed. There is in the hearts of men a testimony that they shall 
live forever; a voice that echoes through futurity ; a sense that 
they shall see strange things in another word; thoughts that wander 
through eternity, and find no resting place. This isa fragment of 
God’s image, a shattered remnant of immortality, and it is there to 
testify against us; for if it had been perfect, nothing would be more 
delightful than to think that we should live for ever; to look forward 
into brighter scenes, and rejoice in the glory that should be revealed. 
All the gold of Arabia would not be worth one hour’s excursion of 
the mind of man into the regions of futurity. For ever and for 
ever would his mind be reaching forward, and dwelling with fond- 
ness upon the thought, that never, from age to age, when time should 
be no more, should he cease from being. The pleasures of the 
spirits that walk to and fro in the light of God’s countenance, and 
circle his throne rejoicing, would crowd his fancy and delight his 
hopes. Visions of celestial happiness would visit him in dreams of 
the night, and, compared with the dim and distant perspective of 
eternity, all earthly things would seem ‘ weary, stale, flat, and 
unprofitable.’ And what is the fact?) Let every man judge, himself, 
how his natural heart shrinks from the contemplation of a future 
state of being; how he shudders to look into eternity, as inty some 
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dreary and bottomless pit. What a cold and dismal thing does 
immortality appear; and what a refreshment it is to his spirits to 
withdraw his thoughts from the consideration, and return to his 
beloved earth! And then, only observe with what eagerness and 
desperation he gives up soul and body to the pursuit of things which 
he knows full well will soon be to him as if they had never been. 
And yet this man, if you were te ask him the question, would tell 
you that he expected to live forever; and that when his body was 
mouldering in the dust from which it was taken, bis soul would 
plunge into an ocean of spirits without Lottom and without shore. 
This he would tell you gravely, as a matter of course. And then 
only observe him for one week, or for one day, or for this day which 
has been sanctified to immortal purposes, and you will find his 
cares, his hopes, his fears, his wishes, his affections, busied and 
bustling about this little span of earth, and this little measure of 
time which he occupies: and death finds this immortal being 
making playthings of sand, and carries him away from them all, 

into a land where they shall all be forgotten. This is a strange 
and astonishing contradiction—the only thing that looks like a 
blunder through all the works of nature. Every thing else seems 
to know its appointed time and its appointed place: the sun knows 
his place in the heavens, he does his duty in the firmament, and 
brings round the seasons in their order, and the ocean knows the 
boundaries beyond which it must not dare pass: every animal knows 
the home which kind nature has provided— the ox knoweth his 
owner, the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know; my 
people doth not consider.’ Among all the creatures that surround 
us, we are the only beings that look not to our native home; the 
only beings that seem to have broken the laws of nature ; to hase 
forgotten our owner, and the mansions of our Father’s house. This 
naked expectation of immortality, while we see no beauty in it, 
that we should desire it—while we are feeding on ashes, and have 
Jost our relish for immortal food—is one of the fragments of God’s 
image ; it shows that it once existed, and that it now is broken.” 


** As those wines, which flow from the first treading of the grape, 
are sweeter and better than those forced out by the press, which gives 
them the roughness of the husk and the stone; so are those doctrines 
best and wholesomest which flow from a gentle crush of the scrip- 


ture, and are not wrung into controversies and commonplace.” 
Lord Bacon. 
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POETRY. 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL. 


COLLECT FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT. 


Almighty God! to thee is known 
Our want of strength and power, 

To guard ourselves from various ills 
That threaten every hour. 


"Midst outward force and latent snares, 
O shield us with thine arm! 

And keep our bodies and our souls 
Secure from every harm. 


If dire disease with sudden stroke 
Our mortal frame invade, 

Lord! let thy sovereign power to save 
Be instantly display’d. 


When evil thoughts like gathering storms 
Would rob our souls of peace, 

Drive fast away each threat’ning cloud, 
And bid the storm to cease. 





— 


COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT. 


Though all thy servants, gracious God! 
Thy power and truth confess, 

Yet oft our faith too weak is found 
When wants and fears oppress. 


To thee, in each distressful hour, 
We make our weak complaint; 


O raise and cheer our drooping souls, 
Nor suffer them to faint. 


Be thou our shield, when danger’s nigh 
Thy sov’reign arm extend, 

And trom each proud malicious foe 
Thy servants, Lord, defend. 





COLLECT FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 


Full oft regardless of thy laws, 
Our feet the paths of sin have trod; 
And hence, O Lord! we feel just cause 
To tremble at thy rod. . 


Yet, though oppress’d by shame and grief, 
With humble hope we seek thy face, 


{mploring as our sole relief 
The various comforts of thy grace. 


O grant the grace of Gilead’s Balm, 
hich heals the fest’ring wounds of sin; 
Protect us from each outward harm, 
And give us joy and peace within. 





COLLECT FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 


Thou, God! enthron’d above the sky! 
Behold us with a gracious eye— 
And let thy faithful people share 
The proofs of thy paternal care. 


And we,should suffer every hour 
Without thy kind o’erruling power 


O let thy goodness, Lord! avert 
Those ills that would our bodies hurt; 


A thousand dang’rous ills we know And let thy sovereign grace control 





Both from our souls and bodies flow: 


Each sinful passion of the soul. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Convention of the Diocese of South-Carolina.—The 40th Annual 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this Diocese, was 
held in St. Michael’s Church, Charleston, on the 13th, 14th and t5th 
ult. Morning Service was performed by the Rev. Francis Hl. Rutledge, 
Rector of St. Thomas and St. Dennis, and a sermon preached by the Rev. 
Patrick H. Folker, Rector of Trinity Church, Columbia. There were 
present, the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, 16 Priests, and 3 Deacons. 
Thirty Parishes and Churches, were represented. The Bishop is President 
of the Convention ex-officio, and the Rev. Dr. Dalcho, was re-elected 
Secretary and Treasurer. The following appointments were made : 


The Standing Committee. 
The Rev. Christopher E. Gadsden, D. D. David Alexander, 


Rev Paul T. Gervais, Keating Simons, 
Rev. Frederick Dalcho, M. D. Robert J. ‘Turnbull, 
Rev. Allston Gibbes, Thomas Lowndes, 
Rev. Christian Hanckell, Samuel Wragg. 


Delegates to the next General Convention. 
The Rev. Christopher E. Gadsden, D.D, William Heyward, 


Rev. Allston Gibbes, Hon. William Drayton, 
Rev Paul T. Gervais, Thomas Lowndes, 
Rey. Christian Hanckell, Charles C. Pinckney. 


The journal of the Convention not being yet published, we can but 
briefly state its proceedings. Little matter of importance, beside the 
usual business of the Convention, was transacted. The new Church at 
Greenville, was admitted into union with the Church in this Diocese, 
according to the canon, by the name of * Christ Church, Greenville.’’ 
The alterations proposed in the Liturgy of the Church, &c by the House 
of Bishops, was referred to a special Committee, who made an able report 
on the subject. The further consideration of the subject, was postponed 
to the next Convention. 

The following preamble and resolution, which had been introduced at 
the last Convention, was taken up, and unanimously agreed to: 

“ Whereas, according to the Consecration Service of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, ‘‘ devout and holy men, as well under the law, as under the Gospel, moved 
either by the express command of God, or by the secret inspiration of the blessed 
pt and acting agreeably to their own reason and sense of the natural decency 
of things, have erected houses for the public worship of God; and separated them 
from all unhallowed, worldly, and common uses, in order to fill men’s minds with 
greater reverence for his glorious Majesty, and affect their hearts with more devo- 
tion and humility in his service: And whereas, the delivering of orations, and 
holding elections on secular or political subjects and occasions, and‘the usual 
worldly accompaniments and circumstances, are thought inconsistent, with both 
the letter and spirit of this declaration of the Consecration Service, and have been 
found to give pain to many members of our Communion, and generally to be 
of injurious tendency ;— 

Sy Therefore, be it Resolved by this Convention, that it be recommended to the 
Vestries of all Churches in this Diocese, to discourage. and, if possible, interdict, 
the use of the Churches under their care, for all unhallowed, worldly, and common 
purposes. 

GOS. MESS.—-VOL. V. 12 
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The Secretary of the Convention, bas oblizingly furnished us with the 
following statement from the Parochial Reports : 


Baptisms 5 White Adults, 10; Coloured do. 43. 53? Total. 
" 4 White Children, 200; Coloured do. 53, 253 306 
Marriages of White Persons, 92; Coloured do. 34, 126 
Burials of White Persons, 152; Coloured do, 19. 171 
Communicants, White Persons, 1443: Coloured do. 440. 1883 


Non-Communicants, White Persons, 2387 ; Coloured do. 260, 2647 


White Teachers, 101 
Sunday School. White Scholars, 706 917 
Coloured do. 211 : 
Families, White Persons, 1276; 1276 
Confirmed by the Bishop, 71 White Persons, and 4 Coloured do. 75 
White Children catechised, 323; Coloured do. 58. 381 
White Children under 14 years of age, 1655 


No reports having been received from some of the Parishes, and others 
making but a partial statement, it is impossible to ascertain with precision, 
the strength of the Church in this Diocese. The reports give 1443 white 
Communicants, 2387 Non-Communicants, and 1635 Children, under 14 
years of age; which makes a total of 5465. 

Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society of Young Men, §c.—The 
Ninth Anniversary Meeting, was held on the Evening of the 15th Feb- 
ruary, and after hearing the annual report, the same Gentlemen were 
re-elected officers as last year, with the exception of Messrs. Ryley and 
Fluxford, of Edisto Island, who were elected Managers. 

On Sunday Evening the 17th, divine service was held at St Michael’s 
Church, and the Rev. T. J. Young, preached a discuurse from Merk 
xvi. 15. which gave general satisfaction. The sum of $68 was collected 
at the doors, in aid of the funds of this Society. 


St. Stephen’s Chapel —On the Evening of the 14th February, divine 
service was held, and a discourse preached from James i. 9, by the Rev. 
T. J. Young. Several of the Members of the Convention attended, and 
notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the weather, $68 was collected, 
to aid in discharging a debt incurred for this building, appropriated to the 
spiritual benefit of those persons, whether seamen or others, who are not 


able to pay for seats in any of our Churches. 

Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity, 
in S. C.—From the 18th report recently printed, it appears that only five 
Annual Members, and one Life Member, have been added since the last 
anniversary. The Board of Trustees say, that they have seen with regret, 
“ the names of some omitted, in the list of Members, who had been early, 
and for many years, cheerful contributors to its funds.” “ The Board have 
not been able to add any new mission, to those existing at the last anniver- 
sary. The Rev. Mr. Dickinson continues at Pendleton, where, for several 

ears, he hus so acceptably served; and the hope is entertained, that our 
Church, is there, soundly and firmly settled. At Greenville, the Rev. 
Mr. Young has served the Society, as the successor of the Rev. Mr. 


Thomas, who removed from that station, in March last. 
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The Rev. E. Neuiville, in Prince William’s Parish, the Rev. C. P. 
Elliott, at Cheraw, Rev. J. W.> Chanler, at Clarendon, and the Rev. P. 
Gadsden, at Christ Church, acting as Missionaries, have been aided by 
the funds of this Society. Of the Congregations in the State, only five, 
St. Michael’s, St. Paul’s, St. Philip’s, Grace Church, and Trinity Church, 
Columbia,) have had collections within the year, for the benefit of this 
Society. A donation nas been received to the amount of $150, from the 
Gregory Society. 


Distributed within the year, of Common Prayer Books, 107; and of 


other Books and Tracts, 1137. 

The Library consists of 1830 volumes, besides 554 deposited for safe 
keeping, by a gentleman of the city. The Board deem it not unsuitable 
for them, in their relation to a Society having for its object, the advance- 
ment of Christianity in South-Carolina, to recommend the Gospel Mes- 
senger to the patronage of Episcopalians, generally, in the State. 


Pennsylvaniau.—From the sixteenth annual report of the Trustees of 
the Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church, for the advancement of 
Christiinity in Pennsylvania, we make the following extracts; 


“ We cannot refrain from expressing our decided conviction of the obligations of 
the Members of our Church, to give their preference to Societies, constituted like 
the one in question, under her exclusive sanction, rather than to those which, con- 
ciliating by the imposing pretensions of liberality, a greater share of the popular 
favor, employ their teeming presses upon works, which, if not subservient to the 
views of some preponderant party, must yet, from the very nature of the thing, be 
so general, as to exclude whatever has a direct bearing upon the principles, the 
polity, and the worship of the Church. So long, theretore, as these are obligatory 
upon Churchmen, so long will it be their duty to withhold their sanction from all 
such Institutions, however popular and imposing, as put to hazard such cherished 
interests, and lead, in tf end, to the compromise of the distinctive principles of 
and features of the Church; which are important and obligatory, because they are 
primitive and scriptural. 

“On these grounds, we would cordially recommend the Tracts of the Female 
Episcopal Tract Society, to those who may need the instruction they convey, or 
may be desirous of engaging in the distribution of this best of charities; and its 
constitution, as ea model for similar Institutions. 

“From the Treasurer's Report, we derive the following statement of the finances 
of the Society for tLe year past. The receipts amount to $1234 54; which, added 
to the balance of the last account, $315 68, will make an agregate amount in the 
Treasury, of $1550 22; of this sam, $3170—derived from Life Subseriptions and 
Donations, go, according to the constitution, to the Permanent Fund; leaving a 
sum of $1380 22, available for the current purposes of the Society. * . . 

‘* Several new congregations have been organized under circumstances, which 
give promise, not only of stability, but of fidelity to the interests of the Church ; 
while, in some two or three instances, neat and commodious Church edifices have 
been begun, and are now in successful progress. And even in the continued and 
steady improvement of our older Missionary stations, in the delight with which our 
Missionaries are welcomed, and in the benefits which, we have reason to trust, have 
resulted from their labours, we have abundant cause of thanksgiving to the Great 
Head of the Church, for his protecting care, and of encouragement to hope for 
his continued blessing upon our prayers and exertions in the cause of this Society. 
** * * * Since 1812, the period of its institution, there have been erected, by 
the instrumentality of this society, Ten Churches, besides several more, which are 
now in progress, underthe same auspices. Twelve owe both their present prosperity, 
and their revival from their former desolation, to the zealous labours of our mis 
sionaries. Fire have been aided by the Society, in erecting and repairing houses 
of worship. Thirty other vicinities have won visited by our Missiogarios, and toen 
madethe groand,for a longer or shorter term, of their faithful and beneficial labours 
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Forty-one Clergymen have been employed as Missionaries, and six Candidates for 
Holy Orders. have acted as Agents and Lay Readers, under the direction of the 
Society.” 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

‘1st. That a general Committee of seven persons be appointed, whose duty it shall 
be, to execute the contemplated plans; and, in order to this, that they take u. -as- 
ures to have an application made to every competent Member of our Churc!,, not 
already a subscriber to this Society. 

“2d. That it is necessary, to the full execution of the plan, that the Clerical 
Members of the Society, co-operate with the Committee, in their respective con- 
gregations, and use, as may be deemed proper, their personal influence and exer- 
tions in this behalf. 

“3d. That a suitable circular be prepared by the Committee, and that it be sent 
to the Members of the Church, in anticipation of the personal application to be 
made to them. 

‘4th. That under the divine blessing, this Board pledges itself, to exert its best 
efforts, to supply every vacant Missionary station in the ieveen: and every vicinity 
where there may be an encouraging call upon them, with efficient and faithful 
Migsionaries. 

‘We are happy to say,that the Committee charged with this important concern, 
have auspiciously commenced their duties, and have good grounds to expect, as 
the result of these measures, a very considerable accession to the resources of the 
Society.” 


New-York,—The journal of the last Convention, affords the following 
interesting particulars, in addition to those published in our last number : 

From the report of the Rev. N. F. Bruce, Missionary, Saratoga County, 
and parts adjacents 

“ The Church at Stillwater, which had been erected, but remained in an unfin- 
ished state, was rapidly falling into decay, when its desolate condition attracted the 
attention of Mrs. Mancius, of Albany, and through her persevering exertions, we 
now have the satisfaction of beholding the Episcopal Church, rising from its ruins. 
To the exertions of this lady, we are certainly indebted for the improvement which 
has now taken place. It is but a short time, since that the passing stranger beheld 
an Episcopal place of worship almost in ruins; now he is greeted with the sight of 
a neat, though plain, structure, which would be creditable to any place. The 
scoff and the sneer of the enemies of our Zion, which were wont to burst forth on 
beholding our Sanctuary, are suppressed, and give place to demonstrations of re- 
spect. So much having been effected, whilst we look up with thankfulness to that 
beneficent Providence, which hath thus far smiled on our exertions, we cannot but 
hope for still better things—we cannot but hope that, with the renovated altar 
whence our incense of praise is to arise, we shall also behold, in due time, a re- 
novated congregation of worshippers —But we are not merely indebted to the zeal 
and persevering industry of Mrs. Mancius, for the improvement of the building we 
corey this was not enough in a cause so excellent, and in which much being‘re- 
quired, mnch was also to be done. A house being necessary for the accommodation 
of a Minister, she cheerfully came forward, and not only purchased a convenient 
dwelling for his accommodation, but has proceeded to the completion of its neces- 
sary a, ape Instances of individua! exertion, like the one now mentioned, ought 
not to be suppressed. It has been productive of results by no means anticipated, 
and will, in all probability, have an important influence on the destinies of the 
Episcopal Church in this region; and those who thus contribute to the dissemmina} 
tion of the principles of Christianity, are not only benefactors to the Church in 
particular, but to mankind in general. 

From the report of the Kev. S. Fuller Missionary in Albany and Green 


Counties. 

“In Greenville, the Church is finished and consecrated. The actual expense, 
including the ground, and all the conveniences attached to it, is 3325 dollars. Of 
this sum, Mr. Ruben Rundle, jun. has paid 2000 dollars; his brother, Mr. Hardy 
Rome has paid 550 dollars; and all the other subscriptions amount to 775 
dollars.” 
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From the report of the Rev. E.G. Gear, Missionary in"Tompkins 


Cou ty 

“ Since my last report, my services have been confined principally to the con- 
gregation in Ithaca. Circumstances of a peculiar nature, with regard to religion, 
have rendered this measure more necessary. ‘Ihe annals of fanaticism would 
scarcely present a oor to the scenes which have been acted here during the 
last year. Every wheel in the mighty engine of a Revival of the highest order, 
was directed against the venerable torms, and sober worship, of the Church; and 
every art and trick was practised by its managers, to seduce and alienate the atfec- 
tions, and weaken the attachments, of her members and friends. IL have endea- 
voured, by God’s assistance, to do my duty in sincerity, “* without listening to the 
speculations, or yielding to the innovations, of restless men,”’ to “set forth his true 
and lively word, and rightly and duly to administer his holy sacraments;” and the 
result has been an increased attachment to the doctrines and worship of the Church 
and a more serious attention to the duties of the Christian life.” 

From the report ot Mr. Solomon Davis, « atechist, Lay-Reader, and 
School vaster among the Oneida Indians 

“In giving an account of my labours among the Oneidas, I feel bound to acknow- 
ledge the goodness of God, and to adore his matchless grace. During the past year, 
eight of the natives have been added to our Zommunion; and many others are 
manifesting a serious desire for the salvation which isin Christ Jesus. Since my 
residence among them, | have never felt more encouraged, or laboured with a 
greater prospect of success, than in the year past. In visiting them, I have tound 
many of their houses to be houses of prayer; an unusual! union has prevailed in the 
congregation; cases of intemperance have become less trequent among the tribe in 
general; and there is much inquiry on the subject of religion. But this ts the fairest 
side of the picture. ‘There are others of a very different class, who are sunk in the 
lowest state of degradation and misery; a prey to intemperance, and all its conse- 
quent vices; wandering about in hunger and wretchedness. They appear to be 
almost totally disqualified for the reception of those truths which wt fon can make 
them wise unto salvation. May God, in mercy, deliver such “ from the bondage 
of sin, and from the bitter pains of eternal death.” 

“Since my last report, | have attended 22 funerals, and witnessed the baptism of 
34 children; 14 by the Rev. Marcus A. Perry, of Rome; and 20 by the Rev. A. 8. 
Hollister, of Paris. ‘The holy communion has also been once administered by each 
of the above gentlemen, to whom I would tender my gratetul acknowledgements 
for their kind services, and for the interest which they have manifested for the 
success of our labours. 

“The school has been well attended; the average number of scholars is 30 
During the summer, | have employed a temale assistant, and the girls have been 
instructed in needie-work. Communicants (died 2, removed 2, added &) 41. 

‘‘] feel a pleasure in acknowledging the receipt ofa valuable box of clothing from 
a Society of Ladies at Newtown, Long-Island, torwarded by Mrs. Ann L. Bruce, 
for the use of the Indian scholars. Donations of this kind would be very beneficial, 
as most of my scholars are poorly clad; and many on this account are prevented 
from attending school.”’ 

In the report of the Rev. H. Anthon, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Utica, it is stated that: 

‘ Several Ladies of the congregation, by the employment of the needle on an 
afternoon in every week, have raised, within the last eighteen months, upwards ot 
$100 for the benefit of the Sunday school.” ‘ 


Uhe Trustees of the fund for the support of the Episcopate reported, 
that it now amounts to $37,420 : 57, and that the increase of it during the 
year was $3191 : 60. 

We learn from a private source, that the Rev. Henry Anthon, well 
known and esteemed in this Diocese, where he officiated for some time, as 
Minister of St. Bartholomew’s Parish; has been called from the Church 
at Utica, to the charge of the large congregation of St. Thomas’, in the 
city of New-York, and that he has accepted the same, 
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It appears from the 11th report of the Missionary Society, that twenty 
years ago, there were about 75 Episcopal congregatious in ‘he State oj 
New-York, and that, under the divine blessing, on the benevolent policy 
of the ecelesiastical authority, there are now 157 congregations, most 0 
which ave flourishing, and all respectable for the numbers and piety o; 
their members. 

Clergy in the United States.—The number attached to the Protestant 
Episcopal Church is about 500, of whom twenty-one are alumni of the 
General Theological Seminary. The advantages of that valuable Insti- 
tution have been participated, in some degree, by many others who were 
prevented by circumstances from remaining the whole time, so as to be 
entitled to be regarded as “ alumni.” 

Liberality. —We are happy to have it in our power, to affix this title to 
one of our articles of intelligence. Sundry individuals of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Troy, New-York, by their representative, Mr. 
Stephen Warren, have transmitted for the use of the Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday School Union, four hundred and fifty dollars. Mrs. Dr. John 
Watts, Miss Helen R. Watts, and Master John R, Watts, have become 
Life Members of the New-York Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society, 
by the donation of $90 from Dr. Watts. The Treasurer of the same 
Society, has received the following letter : 

“ Sin,—lI enclose a bank bill of one hundred dollars, for the use of the Protestant 
Episcopal Missionary Society. Believing, as I do, that as the Church is constituted 
among us, wherever an Episcopal congregation is established, a bulwark is erecied 
in Zion, guarding against the assaults of infidelity from without, and, what is as im- 
portant, controlling fanaticism within. It is my intention, so long as God shall 
spare my lite, and continue to me the means, to be a contributor to your Society 


annually, at least, to this limited extent—A FRIEND TO EPISCOPACY. 

“ New-York, 21st March, 1227.” 

“The generous donor has give n his bounty in secret—but God has seen it—‘ he 
shall in no case lose his reward.”’ Will not others of their abundaace do likewise 


Education.—T his important subject appears to be engaging more and 
more the attention of the Members of our Church, in various parts of our 


widely extended country 

“We are happy to learn that the Episcopal Academy at Cheshire, which has long 
been closed, in consequence of the lamented death of its late principal, the Re 
Dr. Bronson, is again re-opened for the admission of students, under the superin- 
tendence of the Rev. Henry M. Mason. The high qualifications of this gentleman, 
encourage us to hope, that Episcopaiians will not neglect the ger gee» now of- 
fered, for extending their patronage to an institution, founded and endowed by 
their own liberality. 

Kenyon College, Ohio.— Bishop Chase has addressed a memorial to 
the Ohio Legislature, urging upon them, with a view to the promotion of 
education through Kenyon College, to petition Congress for a grant o! 
land to the College.” 

From the prospectus of an “ Institute,” to be established at Flushing, 
Long Island, under the superintendance of the Rev. W. A. Muhlenburg, 
we extract the following : 

“The progress of Education which distinguishes the present age, is cofined 

chiefly to its intellectual and physical departments. Improvement, in moral re- 
spects, is not unknown; butitis slow,and tothe mind of Christianity, far from being 


radical. The system of our schools needs to be materially reformed, before it will 
answer the Apostle’s definition of Moral Education—‘the nurtare and admonition 
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ofthe Lord.” It is the nurture and admonitionof the world. To say nothing of infidelity 
sitting in the chairs of colleges, nor of the increasing popularity of schools modelled 
after the discipline of the army; the truth of the charge may be tested by a single 
question—what is the Christian influence of — Education? Doubtless it vanes 
in different institutions; but where is the cherishing of holy principle, the main 
endeavour? Where is the spirit of the Gospel, the presiding genius of the place’ 
Let the fact, that pious parents regard the academic term of their children, as a pe- 
riod full of danger, be the answer to the question ” . . : . , 

“ The author anticipates but one objeclion to his system—that which will be styled 
its sectarianism. If by this is meant, that it will promote among its subjects an at- 
tachment to the principles of the Protestant Episcopal Church, the charge is admit- 
ted. Asan Episcopal clergyman, having a course of religious instruction under his 
control, he naturally expects, that such, more or less, will be the effect. It cannot 
be otherwise. His duty, in this respect, will be the same in the school, as it is in 
the pulpit. In interweaving Christianity with Education, of course the former will 
be exhibited, as it appears in those institutions, which he believes to be entirely 
scriptural, and which he is solemnly bound to support.” . ’ : ¥ 

: , : “The main effort of such Education as is here proposed, will 
be to impress upon its pupils the leading truths of Revelation. To remind them 
constantly of their accountability to an omniscient Judge—to show them their natu- 
ral estrangement from God, cadabeliesnthy, the necessity of ‘being renewed in 
the spirit of their mind’’—to lead them to the cross of Jesus, and bid them look there 
tor “wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, aud redemption’’—to represent 
the faith which justifies, ws the grand moral principle of Christianity, elevating the 
affections, controlling the passions, regulating the temper, exciting to ‘“ whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report 
—if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, to think on these things.’’ Such 
doctrines primarily; and then, as a necessary consequence, rather than as a separate 
duty, to love the Church which teaches them, because she teaches them; because 
her articles exhibit them with scriptural fidelity—her homilies preach them with 
apostolical eloquence: her liturgy breathes them in seraphic devotion. Because 
her ministry, apostolical in its origin, and valid in the acknowledgment of the whole 
protestant world: is so circumstanced, that the essentials of gospel truth cannot be 
withheld. Because her order is calculated “to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace,” her ceremonies decent and edifying, all her requirements conducive 
to the spiritual welfare of her members. Preference for a church on such grounds 
isnot bigotry. It may be cherished by charity itself. 

“While, then, to the Christian public, generally, there can be nothing obnoxious 
in the proposed scheme, it recommends itself particularly to the friends of the Epis- 
copal Church. In it they will find a school, in which their children may be trained 
in the “‘nurture and admonition of the Lord;” and in those good old ways in which 
they have found “rest unto their souls.” 


British West Indies.—By the appointment of two Bishops of the 
Church of England, to direct the ecclesiastical aflairs of these Islands, 
the relations existing with the Moravian Missionaries, appear likely to be 
affected. At Antigua, the Moravian Mission has under its care, 14,823 


negroes. 


Nova Scotia.—The Bishop since the Autumn of 1825, has confirmed 
“four thousand three hundred and sixty-seven. The Bishop traversed, 
by sea and land, five thousand miles Forty-four churches were conse- 
crated, and arrangements were made for the erection of many more. The 
inadequacy of the present religious establishments to the necessities of a 
scattered population is severely felt: and the only remedy for it within the 
reach of the Society is found in the services of lay readers, a useful and 
respectable class of men, who frequently unite to this character the office 
of school-master. ” 
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Bishop’s College at Calcutta.---A Hindoo gentleman has become an 
annual subscriber to the college to the amount of four hundred rupees, 





a circumstance which is hailed as a symptom of the decline of native ; 
prejudice, and an omen of co-operation from a quarter to which the & 
most sanguine mind would hardly have ventured to look for aid. 7 
. ‘ 
BIBLE QUESTIONS. 3 
1. On what grounds do we believe the facts recorded in the Old Testament ’ x 
2. On what grounds do we believe the facts of the Gospel History. 4 
Consult Horne’s Introduction to the Scriptures, Vol. 1. chap. iii. iv.—Macnight 4 
Truth of the Gospel History—Allix’s Reflections on Scripture—W atson’s Theological 
Tracts, Vol. 1.—Hartley’s Observ. on Man, Vol. U.; with other Tracts in Watson’s 
Theol. Tracts, Vol. V.—Less’ Authenticity of the New Test.—Stillingfleet’s Origine: 
Sacra, Vol. 1. B. ii. chap. ii—Jenkins’ Reasonableness of the Christian Religion, Vo! 
{.—Lardner’s Credibility of the Gosp. History, Recapitulation, Vol. XIV. evo.— 
Vol. ILL. 4to. ; and chap. 64, Vol. IV. 4to. Collyer’s Lectures on Scrip. Facts. 
Answers to be returned in the first week in April. 
+99 yO += 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. g 
3 


ORDINATIONS, 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Chase, Bishop of the P. E. Church in Ohio.—On Sunday 
Jan. 6th, Inge, in St. John’s Church, Worthington, Nathan Stem was admitted t 
the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of the P. E. Church in New-York.—On 
Tuesday, Dec. 8th, 1827, in St. James’ Church, Newtown, Long-Island, the Re\ 
George A. Shelton, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 
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OBITUARY 


Died, near Pennsborough, on the 16th Jan. 1822, the Rev. Wittram Exvvrep 
Missionary in Columbia and Lycoming Counties, Pennsylvania. 
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH. 





1. Ember Day. 
2. Second Sunday in Lent. 
3. Monthly meeting of the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society 
for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina. 
6. Quarterly meeting of the Managers of the Protestant Episcopal Sunda: 
School Society. 
9. Third Sunday in Lent. 
16. Fourth, or Mid-Lent Sunday. 
23. Fifth Sunday in Lent. 
25. Annunciation of the Virgin Mary. 
30. Sixth Sunday in Lent, or Palm Sunday. 
31. Monday before Easter. 








